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Graffiti spray-painted on a grave marker at the   

Marshall family c e me te ry in Burke , Virg inia , spurre d two  

c o unty histo ry c o mmissio ne rs and o the r c o mmunity 

me mbe rs into  ac tio n. In June  2008, a  g ro up fo rme d to  

pro te c t the  c e me te ry. 

 

During  the  summe r, a  c le an up was o rganize d. Tre e s we re  

c ut; brush and trash we re  haule d away. Bro ke n g lass fro m 

be e r bo ttle s was pa instaking ly pic ke d up. A thic k laye r o f dirt 

and a lgae  o n the  marke r was ge ntly take n o ff using  so ft 

to o thbrushe s and distille d wate r. The  spray pa int will re main 

until a  pro fe ssio nal c o nse rvato r re mo ve s it using  a  me tho d 

that will no t harm the  sto ne . 

 

In Oc to be r 2008, a  de dic atio n c e re mo ny was he ld at the  

c e me te ry. Subse que ntly, the  Fa irfax Co unty Ce me te ry 

Pre se rvatio n Asso c iatio n, Inc . (FCCPA) was fo unde d to  

pro te c t the  hundre ds o f o the r family c e me te rie s in Fa irfax 

Co unty. The  FCCPA is a  no npro fit 501(c )(3)o rganizatio n 

inc o rpo rate d with the  state  o f Virg inia . 

 
 

Our missio n is to  identify, document, preserve, protect, maintain, 

and advo c ate  fo r c e me te rie s in o ur c o unty that are  thre ate ne d by 

vandalism, de ve lo pme nt, o r ne g le c t. Also , FCCPA will e duc ate  the  

c o mmunity abo ut the  histo ric a l impo rtanc e  o f c e me te rie s, and ho w to  

surve y and pre se rve  c e me te rie s. 

 

The  asso c iatio n and yo u c an help accomplish this mission by: 

 

Re se arc hing  a  c e me te ry’ s histo ry.  

Co nduc ting  o n-site  surve ys at c e me te rie s.  

Re po rting  c e me te ry vandalism to  autho ritie s.  

Updating  c o unty and library info rmatio n o n c e me te rie s.  

Se e king  o ut and advising  o rganizatio ns o r individuals who  

 want to  “ado pt” a  c e me te ry. 

Co nne c ting  individuals who  have  c o nc e rns o r que stio ns 

 abo ut c e me te rie s with the  appro priate  c o unty 

 de partme nt.  

Re plying  to  individual’ s inquirie s abo ut family c e me te rie s.  

Educ ating  the  c o mmunity abo ut Virg inia ’ s laws re garding  

 c e me te rie s. 

Educ ating  the  c o mmunity abo ut the  pre se rvatio n o f 

 c e me te rie s and grave  marke rs.  

Educ ating  the  c o mmunity abo ut the  histo ric a l impo rtanc e  o f 

 c e me te rie s.  
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Frying  Pan Baptist Me e ting  Ho use  Ce me te ry 

in He rndo n, Virg inia .  The  fi e ld sto ne s indic ate  

the  he ad o r fo o t o f a  g rave  site .

Fo x Family Ce me te ry, 

Vie nna , Virg inia

Fo x Family Ce me te ry, 

Vie nna , Virg inia
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FFFAAAQQQ sss   

   
1. Ho w do  I jo in the  FCCPA?  

  Visit our Web site at www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org  

 

2. What if I want a  spe ake r fo r my o rganizatio n?  
Visit our Web site at www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org 

 

3. I have  he ard that my family is burie d in Fairfax Co unty, but why isn’ t 

the  family name  inc lude d in the  c o unty library c e me te ry surve y list 

(We b page s at www.fa irfaxc o unty.go v/ library/ branc he s/ vr/ c e m)?  
You may search by location (Herndon, Burke, McLean, etc) or through 

land and deed records. Also, check in the Fairfax County Genealogical 

Society’s multi-volume set of books titled Fairfax County, Virginia, 

Gravestones. These include church cemetery headstone transcriptions 

which are not available in on-line records. 

 

4. What c an I do  if I am c o nc e rne d that de ve lo pe rs are  e nc ro ac hing  o n 

my family’ s c e me te ry?  
One step is to search at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/. This Web site 

allows you to search current development projects by address. You can 

get general information about the developer's plans, and you can also 

see which Zoning staffer is handling the case. You could call the 

developer to ensure that they are aware of the cemetery on or near 

their property. Contact Fairfax County’s Cultural Resource Management 

and Protection section (703-534-3881) to see if they have any 

information regarding the development. Finally, contact the Northern 

Virginia Regional Preservation Office of the Virginia Department of 

Historic Resources (540-868-7030) to see if a permit was issued to the 

developer. 

 

5. Ho w do  I ac c e ss my family’ s c e me te ry, whic h no w has be e n e nc lo se d 

in so me o ne ’ s bac kyard and the re  is no  gate  fo r me  to  use ?  
Code of Virginia (57-27.1) A. provides for ingress and egress of family 

descendants to cemeteries on private property. Code of Virginia (57-

27.1) D.: “Any person denied reasonable access under the provisions of 

this section may bring an action in the circuit court where the property is 

located to enjoin the owner of the property from denying the person 

reasonable egress to the cemetery or gravesite. In granting such relief, 

the court may set frequency of access, hours and duration of the 

access.” 

 

6. What do  I do  if I fo und vandalism whe n I visite d my family’ s c e me te ry?  
Record the vandalism, including photographing the damage done.  

Vandalism should be reported to the local law enforcement agency. 

Contact the Fairfax County police non-emergency number:  703-691-

2131. The current owner of the property on which the cemetery is 

located should also be contacted. 
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If you witness vandalism in progress, report it to the local law 

enforcement agency immediately. Vandalizing a grave is a felony. 

 

 

7. I kno w the  lo c atio n o f my family’ s c e me te ry, but the re  are  no  marke rs 

and I have  he ard the  re mains we re  mo ve d.  Ho w do  I find o ut if and 

whe re  the  re mains we re  re -inte rre d?  
Demolished: If there are no signs of the cemetery still being there, it may 

have been moved. (A local court order, or a permit from the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources, must be obtained before moving 

graves.) 

 

Demolition in progress: A local court order, or permit from the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources, must be obtained before moving 

graves, including a public legal notice and reasonable efforts to notify 

descendents.  Check with the local law enforcement agency to see if a 

court order was issued, or contact the Northern Regional Preservation 

Office of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources at 540-868-7030 

to see if a permit was issued. 

 

8. Ho w do  I de te rmine  the  c urre nt o wne r o f the  pro pe rty my family's 

c e me te ry is o n?  
Locate the cemetery on a map that shows the tax parcel number of the 

property.  Maps are available at the Virginia Room or on-line at the 

County of Fairfax Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/maps/county/. The 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) section has multiple selections to 

choose from. The Property Maps found in the Digital Map Viewer are 

helpful in narrowing down the parcel number once a general area is 

identified. 

 

Once you know the parcel number of the property, visit the Depart-

ment of Tax Administration's Web site (www.icare.fairfaxcounty.gov) and 

search for the property by parcel number to find current ownership 

information. You can search by address. If your cemetery is in someone's 

yard, you will see the owner's name. If the cemetery is its own parcel and 

you don't know the exact address, put in the address of the property 

next door or nearby. Then click on the link to view the map so you can 

see the parcel number of the cemetery. Look this up and you will see 

who the legal owner of the property is. Oftentimes, it's "the heirs of...." 

who are unidentified. It is important to note that some cemeteries are 

owned by family trustees, some of whom are unaware that they own a 

cemetery. 

 

Also, the Cultural Resource Management and Protection Section (703-

534-3881) can help you find property owners. 
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9. What do  we  do  whe n no  o ne  in my family is c apable  o f maintaining  

o ur family c e me te ry any lo nge r?  
Contact FCCPA on our Web site:  www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org. Or 

write to us at c/o Fairfax Library Virginia Room, 10360 North Street, 

Fairfax, Virginia 22030. The association will help you understand possible 

actions your family can take. Also, the Virginia Department of Historic 

Resources (VDHR) can give technical assistance regarding the 

preservation of historic cemeteries. This assistance includes 

recommended options for treatment and preservation of cemeteries. 

Visit www.dhr.virginia.gov. 

 

10.  What is invo lve d in he lping  mainta in and pro te c t a  c e me te ry?  
To maintain or protect a cemetery, the FCCPA suggests that individuals 

or organizations keep the cemetery free of weeds, tall grass, and brush; 

pick up trash; and report vandalism. 

 

11.  What is invo lve d in he lping  to  pre se rve  and pro te c t a  c e me te ry?  
Contact the owners and get permission to clean up. 

 

Clear away brush and weeds by hand from around the gravestones and 

markers. (Do not use weed whackers or pesticides near the markers as 

each can damage stone.) 

 

Clean the markers using soft toothbrushes and distilled water. This 

method removes algae and dirt. (To remove graffiti, you need to hire a 

professional conservator.) 

 

If markers are toppled, leaning, or broken, you would need to hire a 

professional also. 

 

Pick up trash. 

 

Ask neighbors or organizations to accept the responsibility of maintaining 

the cemetery. 

 

12.  Ho w do  I se ll o r g ive  away a  c e me te ry?  
The actual selling or giving away of private property that contains a 

cemetery is no different from the sale or gift of any other private 

property. A real estate agent or attorney would be able to help. A deed 

search may be needed.    

  

13.  Ho w do  I e stab lish a  truste e ship o f a  family c e me te ry with a  ho me      

o wne rs asso c iatio n (HOA) o r a  c hurc h?  
If the owners can no longer care for the family cemetery, an attorney 

would be able to set up a trusteeship agreement. 
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14.  What if the re  is dumping  at a  c e me te ry?   
If dumping is witnessed, call the police. An owner may erect a No Dumping sign. 

The county will get involved if the materials dumped are not biodegradable, for 

example: tires or appliances. Call Community Health and Safety (703-246-2300), 

Fairfax County Health Department.  

 

15.  Ho w do  we  de c ide  be twe e n pre se rvatio n and re sto ratio n?  

Preservation entails maintaining the markers and cemetery as is. You would clean 

the markers with distilled water, pick up trash, and remove possible threats to the 

markers like tree limbs and underbrush. 

       

Restoration involves restoring the markers and the cemetery to their original 

condition. This requires the services of a professional monument conservator. 

 

 

 

 
 

This c e me te ry was surro unde d by a  de te rio rating  wo o de n 

fe nc e . The re  we re  fo ur g ranite  he adsto ne s and o ne  fi e ld 

sto ne  marke r with a  hand-c ut insc riptio n. Fo urte e n o the r 

buria ls we re  marke d by pla in fi e ld sto ne s. The  c e me te ry was 

c le an and re c e ive d pe rio dic  mainte nanc e . 

Date  o f Surve y 3/14/1994

Fo x Family Ce me te ry, 
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CCC eee mmmeee ttteee rrryyy   PPPrrreee ssseee rrrvvvaaa tttiiiooo nnn   PPPrrreee ppp aaa rrraaa tttiiiooo nnnsss   

   
 

1. De te rmine  the  o wne rship o f the  c e me te ry. 

 

2. Re se arc h the  c e me te ry (Se e  Re se arc h Guide line s, page s 9-12). 

 

3. Co py impo rtant info rmatio n to  the  c e me te ry: maps/ plats, marke r 

insc riptio ns, family c o ntac ts, e tc . 

 

4. Surve y the  c e me te ry (Se e  Surve y Guide line s, page s 13-14). 

 

5. Enlist a  vo lunte e r o r o rganizatio n to  c le an up the  c e me te ry. 

 

6. Me e t with the  o wne r/ truste e s at the  c e me te ry to  disc uss 

pre se rvatio n o r re sto ratio n o f marke rs/ c e me te ry and to  agre e  upo n 

the  c le an-up pro c e ss and sc o pe . 

 

7. Establish a  c o ntinual mainte nanc e  pro gram fo r the  c e me te ry. 

 

8. Educ ate  the  public  abo ut the  c e me te ry. 

Fairfax/ Buc kle y Ce me te ry in  

Fa irfax Statio n, Virg inia .
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A map o f the  Go o ding -Se ato n Ce me te ry is fi le d in the  Ce me te ry Ve rtic a l 

File s in FCPL’ s Virg inia  Ro o m. # 21 indic ate s the  lo c atio n o f the  family 

c e me te ry adjac e nt to  Ple asant Valle y Me mo ria l Park Ce me te ry.
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GGG uuuiiiddd eee llliiinnneee sss   fffooo rrr   CCC eee mmmeee ttteee rrryyy   RRReee ssseee aaa rrrccc hhh   

   
 
Ple ase  do  yo ur do c ume nt re se arc h before do ing  an o n-site  surve y o f  the  c e me te ry! 

 

The  FCPL’ s re g io nal library lo c ate d at 10360 No rth Stre e t in the  City o f 

Fa irfax is whe re  the  Virg inia  Ro o m is lo c ate d. This is whe re  yo u c an find 

a lmo st a ll o f the  re fe re nc e s yo u ne e d to  c o mple te  yo ur re se arc h. 

 

Yo u must have  a  Fairfax Co unty Public  Library (FCPL) library c ard. Be g in at 

the  se c o nd flo o r info rmatio n de sk. Ask the  librarian fo r the  FCCPA District 

Binder. The  b inde r c o ntains c e me te ry surve ys, whic h inc lude  the  FX 

numbe rs o f the  c e me te rie s. Sign o ut the  surve y. Re mo ve  it fro m the  b inde r 

to  make  a  pho to c o py o r two  (o ne  c o py fo r ro ugh dra ft and ano the r fo r 

the  fina l, c o mple te d surve y). Re turn the  surve y to  the  b inde r, and the n 

re turn the  distric t b inde r to  the  librarian. 

 

 

PPPAAARRRTTT   111   
 

1. Virg inia  Ro o m Ce me te ry Ve rtic a l File s 
The  cemetery number, FX __, is lo c ate d o n the  surve y yo u just pho to c o pie d. 

With that numbe r, inquire  at the  de sk to  se e  the  c o mple te  c e me te ry file . 

The se  are  ke pt in the  wo rkro o m and are  unavailab le  to  the  ge ne ra l public . 

Ask the  librarian at the  Virg inia  Ro o m de sk to  ple ase  bring  yo u the  partic ular 

file . The  o rig ina l c o nte nts o f this file  are  NOT to  be  re mo ve d fro m the  library so  

ple ase  make  pho to c o pie s o f any page s yo u wish to  add to  yo ur re se arc h 

file . Re turn the  file  to  the  librarian. 

 

2. Virg inia  Ro o m Ce me te ry Database  
Ac c e ss the  o n-line  database :  

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/vr/cem 

   

This brings yo u to  the  main page  o f the  database .  

 

Yo u will be  wo rking  mo stly with family cemeteries, so  c ho o se  that o ptio n.  

 

Find the  c e me te ry yo u are  inve stigating , and c lic k o n the  link. This will bring  

up ge ne ral info rmatio n o n the  c e me te ry.  

 
NOTE: The on-line database is organized by family name and geographic location. If 

you do not know the family name of the cemetery you are researching, you will have 

to look at every site in the area where your cemetery is located, e.g. Herndon, Fairfax 

Station, etc. Also be aware that some cemeteries in the database are misnamed. 
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3. Se arc h the  Fairfax Ge ne alo g ic a l So c ie ty Ce me te ry Vo lume s 

    REF 929.3755 FAIR 
Make  c o pie s o f a ll info rmatio n fro m the  o n-line  se arc h and the  ve rtic a l file  

whic h yo u find might be  he lpful to  c o mple te  the  surve y. Altho ugh the  go a l is 

no t c o lle c ting  info rmatio n o n grave sto ne s, just se e ing  the  numbe r liste d (o ne  

o r o ne  hundre d) will he lp yo u kno w the  size  o f the  c e me te ry. 

 

4. Pro pe rty Tax Map Data  and Plat 
Go ing  o n-line  to  http://icare.fairfaxcounty.gov/Main/Home.aspx brings 

yo u to  the  Fairfax Co unty De partme nt o f Tax Administratio n pro pe rty 

se arc h page .  

 

Cho o se  an address se arc h.  

 

Input the address of the cemetery in the  line  pro vide d. This will bring  up 

the  tax o ffic e ’ s info rmatio n o n the  pro pe rty.  

 

Write down the Fairfax County Tax Map number in the  uppe r le ft c o rne r 

abo ve  the  o wne r’ s name , as this is vita l fo r ide ntific atio n purpo se s.  

 

Clic k o n printable  summary and print the page.  

 

Click on the map to  se e  e xac tly whe re  the  parc e l is lo c ate d. Print this, 

to o . Eve ry c e me te ry file  sho uld c o nta in the se  printe d pape rs.  

 

Lo o k at and c lic k o n a ll o f the  links o n the  le ft side  o f the  main pro pe rty 

page  to  se e  what info rmatio n yo u c an le arn. Take  no te  o f the  “sa le s” 

link. This te lls yo u the  last transac tio n o r two  (o r thre e …). If the re  are  

se ve ral sa le s transac tio ns no te d, the y do n’ t a ll ge ne rally sho w up o n the  

printable  ve rsio n. Please record any deed information you see on the 

sales page that does not show up on the printed version. The  de e d 

numbe rs are  e sse ntia l to  de te rmine  a  c ha in o f title  fo r the  pro pe rty.  
 

NOTE: If you do not have the address of the cemetery, choose the address of 

the closest property to the cemetery that you can find. Following the steps 

above, view the map for that property and locate the cemetery parcel on that 

map. Zoom in until you can see the cemetery’s parcel number, write that 

number down, and look up the cemetery on the search page using a tax map 

number search. 
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PPPAAARRRTTT   222   

   
1.  Histo ric a l Ne wspape r Inde x Instruc tio ns 

The Washington Post (histo ric a l) fro m 1877-1990 is availab le  o n-line . 

 

Ac c e ss the  Fairfax Co unty Public  Library with a  library c ard. 

Go  to  On-line Resources  

Se le c t Newspapers 

Se le c t ProQuest 

Log On with yo ur library c ard numbe r  

Type  in a  spe c ific  search topic 

Fro m multi database s se le c t Historical Washington Post 

Ente r a  date range and Se arc h 

 

Co lle c t any artic le s o r impo rtant info rmatio n abo ut the  de sc e ndants 

fro m the  artic le s. Artic le s c an be  printe d to  add to  yo ur re se arc h file . 

 
Lo c al histo ric a l ne wspape rs: Alexandria Gazette, Fairfax Herald, e tc . 

 

Ac c e ss the  Fairfax Co unty Public  Library with a  library c ard. 

Go  to  On-line Resources  

Se le c t Newspapers 

Se le c t FCPL historical newspaper index 

Log On with our library card number 

Type  in topic 

Che c k ALL newspaper sources 

Co mple te  date range 

Che c k ALL newspaper types 

Re sults will supply: Ne wspape r, date , page  numbe r, artic le  he adline  

Se arc h the  mic ro films fo r the  spe c ific  ne wspape rs 

 

Co py any pe rtine nt info rmatio n. Artic le s c an be  printe d o ut to  add 

to  yo ur re se arc h file . 

 

HINT: Be  fle xib le  with se arc h to pic s. EXAMPLE: The re  we re  no  re sults with 

“Burke , Silas” and “Silas Burke .” Ho we ve r, whe n “Burke ” was use d, 188 se arc h 

re sults we re  fo und, o f whic h six o r se ve n de a lt with the  de ath o f Silas Burke  

and/ o r the  family c e me te ry.  

 

HINT: Ofte n time s the  Fairfax Herald’s “he adline ” re sult is a ll yo u will find whe n 

yo u re ad the  ne wspape r.  EXAMPLE: the  he adline  re ads “Burke  Ele me ntary 

ge ts library.” The  mic ro film c o py fro m the  ne wspape r had no  artic le , o nly 

“Burke  Ele me ntary ge ts library.”  

 

2. U.S Ce nsus and Ge ne alo g ic a l Re se arc h 
Ancestry.com and Heritage Quest are  ava ilable  o n-line  in the  Virg inia  Ro o m. 

Ofte n time s it is e asie r to  wo rk fo rward in time  rathe r than bac kwards. The  

mo st re c e nt po pulatio n c e nsus availab le  is 1930. 
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3. Pro pe rty De e d Bo o ks 
Go ing  o n-line  to  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/historic/ihs brings yo u to  the  

We b site  fo r the  Fairfax Co unty Inve nto ry o f Histo ric  Site s in the  De partme nt o f 

Planning  and Zo ning .  

 

Clic k o n Research Guidelines fo r a  de ta ile d de sc riptio n as to  ho w to  re se arc h 

the  histo ry o f a  site . Pay spe c ia l atte ntio n to  # 3, Circuit Court Archives. The se  

guide line s are  ta ilo re d fo r re se arc hing  buildings, but yo u ne e d to  take  the se  

ste ps to  re se arc h the  histo ry o f yo ur c e me te ry site . Fo rtunate ly, Circ uit Co urt 

Arc hive s a llo ws public  ac c e ss to  its o n-line  database , CPAN, whic h inc lude s 

a ll Fa irfax Co unty de e ds, so  yo u do n’ t have  to  pull o ut a ll the  b ig , he avy 

de e d bo o ks. Ho we ve r, yo u will ne e d to  go  to  the  third flo o r o f the  Fairfax 

Co urtho use  to  ac c e ss the  syste m at the  arc hive s. Be  advise d that se ve ral o f 

the  ve ry e arly bo o ks are  missing . The  Virg inia  Ro o m has many de e ds o n 

mic ro film, but CPAN is muc h, muc h e asie r to  use . 

 

4. Will Bo o ks 
The se  a lso  are  ava ilable  o n CPAN. Yo u c ho o se  “wills” inste ad o f “de e ds.” The  

will indic e s are  o rganize d by ye ar and de c e de nt’ s last name . Unfo rtunate ly, 

no t e ve ryo ne  le ft a  will. 

 

5. Arc hae o lo gy Ve rtic a l File s 
Ce me te ry re se arc h re so urc e s are  a lso  availab le  at Fairfax Co unty Park 

Autho rity’ s Cultura l Re so urc e s Manage me nt and Pro te c tio n Se c tio n, Jame s 

Le e  Ce nte r, 2855 Annandale  Ro ad, Fa lls Churc h (te le pho ne  703-534-3881). 

Ple ase  c a ll ahe ad be fo re  yo u visit. 

 

Re so urc e s that c an be  fo und the re  inc lude : 
Cemetery locations. 

GIS mapping of all cemeteries located by Brian Conley. 

UTM coordinates. 

Addresses. 

Aerial photographs: Current (2007) 1997 1953/54 1937 1943. 

Data on prior surveys of all cemeteries. 

Desktop access to VDHR reports. 

Published reports of previous archaeological surveys. 
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GGGuuuiiidddeeellliiinnneeesss   fffooorrr   OOOnnn---SSSiiittteee   CCCeeemmmeeettteeerrryyy   SSSuuurrrvvveeeyyysss   
   
NOTE: The se  guide line s we re  adapte d fro m David Ro be rts’  le c ture  to  the  

Co a litio n to  Pro te c t Maryland Buria l Site s in Co lumbia , MD, Marc h 7, 1992. 

 

1. Select a cemetery to  surve y by lo c atio n, inte re st, o r ne e d. 

 

2. Allo w fo r two  ho urs minimum to  do an on-site survey. 

¬ Wo rk in pairs, whe n po ssib le . 

¬ Intro duc e  yo urse lf to  the  ne ighbo rs, who  c an be  a  go o d 

so urc e  o f info rmatio n. 

¬ Carry a  c lipbo ard, yard stic k, and small bro o m (to  re mo ve  

le ave s, e tc .) 

¬ Carry drinking  wate r and a  c e ll pho ne . 

¬ We ar bo o ts, lo ng  sle e ve s, and g lo ve s. 

¬ Bring  a  dig ita l c ame ra . 

¬ Take  pho to graphs fro m se ve ra l diffe re nt ang le s. If yo u fe e l it 

is impo rtant to  unde rstand size  o r distanc e  in a  pho to graph, 

plac e  a  quarte r o r yard stic k in the  pic ture . Pho to graph the  

c e me te ry and its surro unds, inc luding : 
Ove rvie w o f the  c e me te ry, inc luding  marke rs, fie ld sto ne s, and 

de pre ssio ns. 

Marke rs with unusual insc riptio ns. 

Bro ke n, le aning , o r fa lle n marke rs. 

Any e vide nc e  o f vandalism. 

Unusual marke rs—zinc  marke rs fo r e xample . 

Marke rs with symbo lism. 

¬ Fo r pho to graphs, make  print c o pie s and/ o r a  CD to  inc lude  

with the  c o mple te d surve y. Eve ntually the  pho to graphs c an 

be  adde d to  a  We b site , so  ke e p dig ita l c o pie s, to o . 

¬ Re c o rd insc riptio n info rmatio n fro m marke rs no t re c o rde d in 

e arlie r surve ys. 

¬ Re c o rd o bse rvatio ns and sugge stio ns fo r the  c e me te ry. 

¬ Be  re spe c tful o f te rra in, flo ra , and fauna .  

¬ Do n’ t try to  c le an a  marke r to  ge t a  be tte r lo o k. Do  no t make  

rubbings. 

¬ Le ave  marke rs in plac e . Do  no t try to  mo ve  o r right a  marke r. 

¬ Be  c are ful no t to  intro duc e  any fo re ign matte r into  the  

c e me te ry/ buria l g ro unds. 

¬ Re c o rd yo ur no te s and impre ssio ns o n site . 

¬ Co mple te  the  fo rmal c he c k list/ surve y whe n yo u ge t ho me . 

¬ Co mple te  the  surve y to  the  be st o f yo ur ab ility. 

 

3.   To  complete the formal survey form/ c he c k list: 

¬ Do  no t use  sho rthand o r abbre viatio ns. 

¬ Co mple te  the  surve y in print o r type , no  c ursive . 
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¬ Ke e p yo ur de sc riptio ns simple  and stra ightfo rward. 

¬ Add any appro priate  no te s that might he lp o the rs unde rstand 

the  c o nditio n o f the  c e me te ry. 

¬ Ke e p re c o rd o f any que stio ns o r c o nc e rns yo u may have . 

¬ Inc lude  yo ur re c o mme ndatio ns fo r the  c e me te ry. 

¬ Share  the  kno wle dge  fro m the  surve y with o the rs. 

 

4.   While  c o mple ting  an o n-site  surve y and vandalism is no te d: 

¬ Re c o rd the  vandalism, inc luding  pho to graphing  it. 

¬ Vandalism sho uld be  re po rte d to  the  lo c a l law e nfo rc e me nt 

age nc y.  The  c urre nt o wne r sho uld a lso  be  c o ntac te d.  

¬ If vandalism is in pro gre ss, re po rt it to  the  lo c a l law 

e nfo rc e me nt age nc y imme diate ly.  

¬ Vandalizing  a  g rave  is a  fe lo ny. 

 

5. Demolished cemeteries.  If the re  are  no  signs that the  c e me te ry is still 

the re , it may have  be e n mo ve d.    

¬ Re c o rd it with the  surve y.   

¬ If de mo litio n is in pro gre ss, ple ase  no te  that a  lo c a l c o urt o rde r 

o r pe rmit fro m the  Virg inia  De partme nt o f Histo ric  Re so urc e s, 

must be  o btaine d be fo re  mo ving  grave s, inc luding  a  public  

le ga l no tic e , and re aso nable  e ffo rts to  no tify de sc e ndants.  

Che c k with the  lo c a l law e nfo rc e me nt age nc y to  se e  if a  c o urt 

o rde r was issue d, o r c o ntac t the  No rthe rn Re g io nal Pre se rvatio n 

Offic e  o f VDHR at 540-868-7030 to  se e  if a  pe rmit was issue d. 

 

 
 

NVRPA’ s He mlo c k Ove rlo o k Park
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   CEMETERY SURVEY 
 

 
Person Filling Out This Form  
Date  
Name of Cemetery  
Street Address (if applicable)  
Location Description (if no street address)  
 
FX Cemetery Number  
FX County Tax Map Number  
VA State Archaeology Number  
 
Property Owner Contact Information 
 
(Please print this information from county 
 Web site and attach to file)  
 
Condition of site from road: 

 Well maintained and preserved, currently in use   
 Well maintained, but not in use 
 Poorly maintained 
 Abandoned 
 Overgrown, but graveyard easily identifiable 
 Overgrown, not easily identifiable 
 Unable to see cemetery from road 
 Not identifiable as a burial site, but known to exist through tradition or other 

means. Explain: ____________________________________   
Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________
  
Topography: 

 Flat         Rolling   Combination 
 Hill top    Slope 

FX____________________________ 
 
Name: ________________________ 
 
Note: _________________________ 



FCCPA, Inc .    Ce me te ry Pre se rvatio n Guide  (Oc to be r 2010)     Page  16

www.ho no rfa irfaxc e me te rie s.o rg

          Info included No info found Initials 
1. VA Room Cemetery Vertical Files        _____       
 
2. VA Room Online Cemetery Database         _____
 fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/vr/cem     
         
3. FX Genealogical Society Cemetery Book      _____ 

REF 929.3755 FAIR 
 
4.     FXCO Tax Map Data and Plat         _____ 

icare.fairfaxcounty.gov/Main/Home.aspx 
 
5.    Site Photographs            _____        
 
6.    Completed Survey           _____ 

 
                                                                      OPTIONAL 
 
1.    Historic Newspaper Index          _____   

fairfaxcounty.gov/library/newsindex/default.asp 
  
2.     Census/Genealogy                                            _____      

ancestry.com, heritagequest.com 
 
3. Deed Books             _____    

FXCO Circuit Court Archives / VA Room  
      
4.   Will Books              _____       

FXCO Circuit Court Archives / VA Room 
 
5.    Archaeology Vertical Files         _____ 

FCPA Cultural Resources, James Lee Center 
 
6.     Topographical Map Identifying Location      _____     

FCPA Cultural Resources, James Lee Center 
 
7. 1937 Aerials             _____ 

FCPA Cultural Resources, James Lee Center 
 
8.   Chancery Files            _____   

FXCO Circuit Court Archives / VA Room  
 
 

GPS References: 
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VVViiirrrggg iiinnniiiaaa    LLLeee ggg aaa lll   SSStttaaa tttuuuttteee sss   

PPPeee rrrtttaaa iiinnniiinnnggg    tttooo    CCC eee mmmeee ttteee rrriiieee sss   

   
Co de  o f Virg inia  (1950) 

http:/ / le g1.state .va .us/ lis.htm 

 
 

§  57-27.1. Ac c e ss to  c e me te rie s lo c ate d o n private  pro pe rty; c ause  o f ac tio n fo r 

injunc tive  re lie f; applic ab ility.  

A. Owne rs o f private  pro pe rty o n whic h a  c e me te ry o r g rave s are  lo c ate d shall 

have  a  duty to  a llo w ingre ss and e gre ss to  the  c e me te ry o r g rave s by (i) family 

me mbe rs and de sc e ndants o f de c e ase d pe rso ns burie d the re ; (ii) any c e me te ry 

plo t o wne r; and (iii) any pe rso n e ngag ing  in ge ne alo gy re se arc h, who  has g ive n 

re aso nable  no tic e  to  the  o wne r o f re c o rd o r to  the  o c c upant o f the  pro pe rty o r 

bo th. The  lando wne r may de signate  the  fre que nc y o f ac c e ss, ho urs and duratio n 

o f the  ac c e ss and the  ac c e ss ro ute  if no  traditio nal ac c e ss ro ute  is o bvio usly 

visib le  by a  vie w o f the  pro pe rty. The  lando wne r, in the  abse nc e  o f g ro ss 

ne g lige nc e  o r willful misc o nduc t, sha ll be  immune  fro m liab ility in any c ivil suit, 

c la im, ac tio n, o r c ause  o f ac tio n arising  o ut o f the  ac c e ss g rante d pursuant to  this 

se c tio n.  

B. The  right o f ingre ss and e gre ss g rante d to  pe rso ns spe c ifie d in subse c tio n A shall 

be  re aso nable  and limite d to  the  purpo se s o f visiting  grave s, mainta ining  the  

grave site  o r c e me te ry, o r c o nduc ting  ge ne alo gy re se arc h. The  right o f ingre ss 

and e gre ss shall no t be  c o nstrue d to  pro vide  a  right to  o pe rate  mo to r ve hic le s o n 

the  pro pe rty fo r the  purpo se  o f ac c e ssing  a  c e me te ry o r g rave site  unle ss the re  is 

a  ro ad o r ade quate  right-o f-way that pe rmits ac c e ss by a  mo to r ve hic le  and the  

o wne r has g ive n writte n pe rmissio n to  use  the  ro ad o r right-o f-way o f ne c e ssity.  

C. Any pe rso n e nte ring  o nto  private  pro pe rty to  ac c e ss a  g rave site  o r c e me te ry 

shall be  re spo nsib le  fo r c o nduc ting  himse lf in a  manne r that do e s no t damage  

the  private  lands, the  c e me te ry o r g rave site s and shall be  liable  to  the  o wne r o f 

the  pro pe rty fo r any damage  c ause d as a  re sult o f his ac c e ss.  

D. Any pe rso n de nie d re aso nable  ac c e ss unde r the  pro visio ns o f this se c tio n may 

bring  an ac tio n in the  c irc uit c o urt whe re  the  pro pe rty is lo c ate d to  e njo in the  

o wne r o f the  pro pe rty fro m de nying  the  pe rso n re aso nable  ingre ss and e gre ss to  

the  c e me te ry o r g rave site . In g ranting  suc h re lie f, the  c o urt may se t the  

fre que nc y o f ac c e ss, ho urs and duratio n o f the  ac c e ss.  

E. The  pro visio ns o f this se c tio n shall no t apply to  any de e d o r o the r writte n 

instrume nt that c re ate s o r re se rve s a  c e me te ry o r g rave site  o n private  pro pe rty.  

(1993, c . 713; 2004, c . 831.)  

 

 
 

§  57-39.1. Impro ve me nt o f abando ne d and ne g le c te d grave yards.  

Whe n the  o wne rs o f any private  g rave yard, no t c o nne c te d with any c hurc h o r 

c hurc h pro pe rty, abando n the  grave yard and a llo w it to  fa ll into  a  c o nditio n o f 

ne g le c t and disuse , so  that it is unsightly and the re by le sse ns the  de sirab ility and 

va lue  o f adjac e nt land, and the  o wne rs fa il o r re fuse , whe n re que ste d by the  

o wne r o f adjac e nt land o r whe n re que ste d by the  lo c al go ve rning  bo dy o f the  
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c o unty, c ity o r to wn whe re in the  private  grave yard is lo c ate d, to  re me dy suc h 

c o nditio n o f ne g le c t and put the  grave yard into  suitab le  c o nditio n, the n any 

o wne r o f adjac e nt land o r the  lo c al go ve rning  bo dy may file  a  b ill in e quity in the  

c irc uit c o urt o f the  c o unty o r c ity whe re in the  grave yard is lo c ate d, fo r the  

purpo se  o f re quiring  the  grave yard to  be  plac e d in a  suitable  c o nditio n. The  

o wne rs o f the  grave yard o r any pe rso n having  a  right the re in shall be  made  

de fe ndants to  suc h c o urt pro c e e dings.  

The  c o urt shall no t e nte r an o rde r re quiring  the  o wne rs o f a  g rave yard in whic h a  

grave  o r e nto mbme nt right has ne ve r be e n so ld to  impro ve  it o r plac e  it in a  

suitable  c o nditio n. Ho we ve r, a fte r he aring  the  e vide nc e  the  c o urt may a llo w the  

pe titio ne rs, at the ir o wn e xpe nse , to  impro ve  the  g rave yard and plac e  it in 

suitable  c o nditio n and may a lso  re quire  bo nd to  e nsure  that the  pe titio ne rs will 

no t injure  o r re mo ve  any to mb, mo nume nt, g rave sto ne , g rave  marke r, o r vault 

witho ut having  first o bta ine d c o urt appro val. Ac ting  pursuant to  c o urt o rde r, the  

pe titio ne rs may the re afte r e nte r upo n the  land and impro ve  the  grave yard and 

plac e  it in suitable  c o nditio n. The  c o sts in any c ase  invo lving  a  grave yard in whic h 

a  grave  o r e nto mbme nt right has ne ve r be e n so ld shall be  pa id by the  

pe titio ne rs.  

In any c ase  invo lving  a  grave yard in whic h a  grave  o r e nto mbme nt right has 

be e n so ld, the  c o urt shall de te rmine  whe the r the  o wne rs o r pe titio ne rs shall pay 

the  c o sts o f impro ving  the  grave yard and may re quire  bo nd to  insure  against 

injury o r re mo val o f any to mb, mo nume nt, g rave sto ne , g rave  marke r, o r vault 

witho ut c o urt appro val.  

(1950, p. 91; 1986, c . 55; 1990, c . 675.)  

 
   

§  18.2-127. Injurie s to  c hurc he s, c hurc h pro pe rty, c e me te rie s, buria l g ro unds, e tc .; 

pe nalty.  

A. Any pe rso n who  willfully o r malic io usly c o mmits any o f the  fo llo wing  ac ts is 

guilty o f a  Class 1 misde me ano r:  

1. De stro ys, re mo ve s, c uts, bre aks, o r injure s any tre e , shrub , o r plant o n any 

c hurc h pro pe rty o r within any c e me te ry o r lo t o f any me mo ria l o r mo nume ntal 

asso c iatio n;  

2. De stro ys, mutilate s, injure s, o r re mo ve s and c arrie s away any flo we rs, wre aths, 

vase s, o r o the r o rname nts plac e d within any c hurc h o r o n c hurc h pro pe rty, o r 

plac e d upo n o r aro und any grave , to mb, mo nume nt, o r lo t in any c e me te ry, 

g rave yard, o r o the r plac e  o f buria l; o r  

3. Obstruc ts pro pe r ingre ss to  and e gre ss fro m any c hurc h o r any c e me te ry o r lo t 

be lo ng ing  to  any me mo ria l o r mo nume ntal asso c iatio n.  

B. Any pe rso n who  willfully o r malic io usly de stro ys, mutilate s, de fac e s, injure s, o r 

re mo ve s any o b je c t o r struc ture  pe rmane ntly attac he d o r a ffixe d within any 

c hurc h o r o n c hurc h pro pe rty, any to mb, mo nume nt, g rave sto ne , o r o the r 

struc ture  plac e d within any c e me te ry, g rave yard, o r plac e  o f buria l, o r within any 

lo t be lo ng ing  to  any me mo ria l o r mo nume ntal asso c iatio n, o r any fe nc e , ra iling , 

o r o the r wo rk fo r the  pro te c tio n o r o rname nt o f any to mb, mo nume nt, 

g rave sto ne , o r o the r struc ture  a fo re sa id, o r o f any c e me te ry lo t within any 

c e me te ry is guilty o f a  Class 6 fe lo ny. A pe rso n c o nvic te d unde r this se c tio n who  is 

re quire d to  pay re stitutio n by the  c o urt shall be  re quire d to  pay re stitutio n to  the  

c hurc h, if the  pro pe rty damage d is pro pe rty o f the  c hurc h, o r to  the  o wne r o f a  

c e me te ry, if the  pro pe rty damage d is lo c ate d within suc h c e me te ry re gardle ss o f 

whe the r the  pro pe rty damage d is o wne d by the  c e me te ry o r by ano the r pe rso n.  
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C. This se c tio n shall no t apply to  any wo rk whic h is do ne  by the  autho ritie s o f a  

c hurc h o r c o ngre gatio n in the  mainte nanc e  o r impro ve me nt o f any c hurc h 

pro pe rty o r any buria l g ro und o r c e me te ry be lo ng ing  to  it and unde r its 

manage me nt o r c o ntro l and whic h do e s no t injure  o r re sult in the  re mo val o f a  

to mb, mo nume nt, g rave sto ne , g rave  marke r o r vault. Fo r purpo se s o f this se c tio n, 

"c hurc h" shall me an any plac e  o f wo rship, and "c hurc h pro pe rty" shall me an any 

e duc atio nal building  o r c o mmunity c e nte r o wne d o r re nte d by a  c hurc h.  

(Co de  1950, §  18.1-244; 1960, c . 358; 1975, c c . 14, 15; 1982, c . 561; 1983, c . 579; 

1990, c . 510; 2004, c . 203.)  

§  18.2-125. Tre spass at night upo n any c e me te ry.  

If any pe rso n, witho ut the  c o nse nt o f the  o wne r, pro prie to r o r c usto dian, go  o r 

e nte r in the  nighttime , upo n the  pre mise s, pro pe rty, drive ways o r walks o f any 

c e me te ry, e ithe r public  o r private , fo r any purpo se  o the r than to  visit the  buria l lo t 

o r g rave  o f so me  me mbe r o f his family, he  shall be  guilty o f a  Class 4 

misde me ano r.  

(Co de  1950, §  18.1-181; 1960, c . 358; 1975, c c . 14, 15.) 

Jo hn and Mary Marshall g rave sto ne , Burke , 

Virg inia , a t the  de dic atio n o f the  c e me te ry. 

Dirt and a lgae  had be e n sc rubbe d o ff, but 

the  spray pa int c o uld no t be  re mo ve d.
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Histo ric  pho to graph (c a . 1970) o f the  Marshall 

Family Ce me te ry, Burke , Virg inia . 

This same  marke r is sho wn o n page s 1 and 19. 

Grave sto ne  in Fairfax/ Buc kle y Family Ce me te ry, 

Fo unta inhe ad Re g io nal Park. 
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RRREEESSSOOOUUURRRCCCEEESSS   
 
 
INTERNET RESEARCH 
Fairfax Co unty Public  Library c e me te ry surve y 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/vr/cem/cemsurv.htm 

 

Circ uit Co urt Arc hive s, Co unty o f Fa irfax 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/ 

 

Fa irfax Co unty, Virg inia  Fre e  Public  Re c o rds Dire c to ry 

http://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com/VA_Fairfax.htm - 

 

Virg inia  Ro o m, City o f Fairfax Re g io nal Library 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/fx/ 

 

To mbsto ne  Transc riptio n 

http://www.usgwtombstones.org/virginia/fairfax.html 

 

Virg inia  De partme nt o f Histo ric  Re so urc e s 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/ 

 

Find a  Grave  

http://www.findagrave.com/ 

 

Family Histo ry and Ge ne alo g ic a l Re c o rds 

http://familysearch.org 

 

Afric an-Ame ric an Ce me te rie s in Albe marle  and Amhe rst Co untie s 

http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/cem/ 

 

BOOKS 
Brothers and Cousins: Confederate Soldiers and Sailors of Fairfax County 

William Page  Jo hnso n, II 

Beginning at a White Oak: Patents and Northern Neck Grants of Fairfax County, VA   

 Be th Mitc he ll 

Fairfax County in 1860: A Collective Biography   

Edith Mo o re  Spro use  

Stories in Stone: A Field Guide to Cemetery Symbolism and Iconography 

Do ug las Ke iste r 

A Graveyard Preservation Primer 

Lyne tte  Strangstad 

 

PRESERVATION WEB SITES 
Grave sto ne  Pre se rvatio n 

http://www.gravestonepreservation.info/ 

 

The  Asso c iatio n fo r Grave sto ne  Studie s 

http://www.gravestonestudies.org/ 
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Natio nal Park Se rvic e  Pre se rvatio n Brie fs 

http://www.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief38.htm 

 

Fa irfax Co unty Ce me te ry Pre se rvatio n Asso c iatio n 

http://www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org 

 

Chic o ra  Fo undatio n   http://chicora.org/ 
Chic o ra  is a  Co lumbia , So uth Caro lina  public , no n-pro fit he ritage  pre se rvatio n 

o rganizatio n fo unde d in 1983. The ir wo rk inc lude s arc hae o lo g ic a l and histo ric a l  

re se arc h thro ugho ut the  So uthe aste rn Unite d State s.  

 

PRESERVATION/ HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 
Pre se rvatio n Dire c to ry 

http://www.preservationdirectory.com 

 

Arlingto n Co unty 

http://www.arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org 

 

Fa irfax Co unty 

http://www.fairfaxhistoricalsociety.org/ 

 

Lo udo un Co unty 

http://www.preserveloudoun.org/ 

 

Princ e  William Co unty 

http://www.historicprincewilliam.org  

 

Sta ffo rd Co unty 

http://stafford.va.us/Departments/Planning_&_Zoning/Cemetery_Committee/Index.shtml 

 

Co a litio n to  Pro te c t Maryland Buria l Site s, Inc .  

P. O. Box 1533  Ellicott City, MD  21041-1533  

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdcpmbs/coalition01.htm. 

 

EDUCATION 
Histo ric a l Pre se rvatio n Educ atio nal Pro gram 

http://www.nvcc.edu/loudoun/preserve/default.htm 

 

GRANTS 
Save  Ame ric a ’ s Tre asure s Grants 

http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/treasures 
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GGGuuuiiidddeee   tttooo   CCCeeemmmeeettteeerrryyy   PPPrrreeessseeerrrvvvaaatttiiiooonnn   
fffooorrr   EEEaaagggllleee   SSScccooouuuttt   CCCaaannndddiiidddaaattteeesss   
   
This guide has been prepared by the Fairfax County Cemetery 

Preservation Association (FCCPA) for the specific purpose of assisting 

Boy Scouts who are interested in performing their required Eagle Scout 

Leadership Project. 

 
“Show me the manner in which a nation or community cares for its dead and I 

will measure with mathematical exactness the tender sympathies of its people, 

their respect for the laws of the land, and their loyalty to their ideals.” 

 –William E. Gladsto ne  

 

Guideline for Eagle Scout Projects When Cleaning a Cemetery 
 

Se le c t a  c e me te ry that yo u fe e l c o uld be ne fit fro m a  c le an-up, 

do c ume ntatio n, and/ o r re no vatio n.  Ge ne ra lly, o ld  family c e me te rie s 

o ffe r the  be st o ppo rtunitie s. Find the m o n the  Fairfax Co unty Ce me te ry 

We b site  at:   http:/ / www.fa irfaxc o unty.go v/ library/ branc he s/ vr/ c e m/  

    

Visit the  c e me te ry, e stab lish if yo u have  the  ab ility to  handle  the  pro je c t, 

and no te  who  the  o wne r is.  Private ly-he ld c e me te rie s are  private  

pro pe rty; pe rmissio n fo r c le aning  must be  o btaine d fro m the  o wne r.   

  

Partic ipate  in a  walk-thro ugh o f the  c e me te ry with a  re pre se ntative  fro m 

the  FCCPA and/ o r o wne r o f the  c e me te ry.  

 

Disc uss wo rk plans fo r the  c e me te ry and c o mmunic ate  the m to  o wne r.  

 

Obtain writte n pe rmissio n fro m the  pro pe rty o wne r o utlining  what will be  

do ne . 

 

Be g in the  pape r wo rk fo r the  Eag le  Sc o ut Pro je c t. The  Eag le  Sc o ut 

Le ade rship Se rvic e  Pro je c t No te bo o k (No . 512-927) c an be  fo und o n-line  

and is use d to  do c ume nt yo ur pro je c t.  Yo u will find that the  to ughe st part 

o f yo ur pro je c t is the  do c ume ntatio n.  Yo u must plan ahe ad, a llo w 

planning  and re se arc h time , and take  a  varie ty o f variab le s into  ac c o unt 

(sc ho o l, wo rk, spo rts, vac atio n, we athe r, e tc .)  DO NOT PROCRASTINATE! 

 

The  Eag le  Sc o ut Le ade rship Se rvic e  Pro je c t is the  c ulminatio n o f yo ur ye ars 

in sc o uting  and YOU, the  Life  Sc o ut, are  e xpe c te d to  le ad the  adults, 

frie nds, and fe llo w Sc o uts o n this pro je c t.  YOU are  the  o ne  that is 

re spo nsib le  fo r yo ur pro je c t.  Yo ur pare nts, Sc o ut le ade rs, pe e rs, and 

frie nds c an he lp, nudge , push, e nc o urage , e tc ., but the  re spo nsib ility is 

yo urs. 
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Co ntac t the  Pre side nt o f the  FCCPA, who  will re se arc h the  c e me te ry, 

arrange  fo r a  surve y to  be  c o nduc te d (whic h yo u sho uld atte nd), and 

he lp yo u se e k pe rmissio n fro m the  o wne r fo r a  c le an up:   

 
Fairfax Co unty Ce me te ry Pre se rvatio n Asso c iatio n, Inc . 

www.ho no rfa irfaxc e me te rie s.o rg   

 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 
Things to  c o nside r as yo u plan:  

Parking .  

Co unty no ise  o rdinanc e .  

Ge ne rally, start wo rk no  e arlie r than 9 a .m. o n we e ke nds. 

Daylight Savings Time . 

Do n’ t sc he dule  wo rk to  be  do ne  in the  dark. 

Brush re mo val – landfill ho urs and fe e s.  

Yo u must pay to  dump at the  landfill.  Budge t ac c o rding ly. 

 

Equipme nt: 

Antic ipate  what is re quire d.  

Po we r to o ls, whe e lbarro ws, hand truc ks, c utting  to o ls, rake s, c le aning  wate r, 

brushe s, tarps, g lo ve s, e ye  pro te c tio n, first a id kits, e tc .   

 

Task Assignment:   

Do  no t have  yo ur he lp sho w up at yo ur wo rk site  witho ut a  plan.   

Saying : ”Eve ryo ne  me e t at nine  and we ’ ll mo ve  brush” do e sn’ t wo rk.   

Yo u must: 

Ide ntify a ll the  tasks to  be  c o mple te d. 

Ide ntify who  will be  re spo nsib le  to  the  task c o mple tio n. 

Yo u must a lso  c o nduc t an info rmatio n and sa fe ty brie fing . 

 

Co mmunic atio ns:  

No tify ne ighbo rs, Sc o uts, pare nts, e tc . No  surprise s! 

 

Budge t:   

Yo u must ac quire  funds in o rde r to  ac c o mplish yo ur pro je c t.  While  Mo m and 

Dad might spring  fo r pizza , yo u ne e d to  so lic it funds fo r the  c o sts that will be  

inc urre d o n yo ur pro je c t. 

 

Do c ume nting  yo ur Pro je c t:   

Yo u must no t o nly do c ume nt yo ur pro je c t to  satisfy the  re quire me nts o f BSA, 

yo u want yo ur wo rk o n the  c e me te ry to  be c o me  a  histo ric a l do c ume nt that 

re se arc he rs in the  future  will use .  The  c le anup is physic a l wo rk.  The  

do c ume ntatio n o f the  c e me te ry re quire s yo u to  use  analytic a l thinking  and a  

pro fe ssio nal wo rk e thic  that will bring  pride  to  yo u, yo ur Tro o p, and Sc o uting . 

 

Hazards: 

Inse c ts, animals, po iso n ivy/ sumac / o ak, ho t and c o ld, e tc . 

Be  Pre pare d.  A first a id kit, an ac tio n plan, and c o mmunic atio ns are  the  ke y. 
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BEFORE STARTING A CLEAN-UP 
Me e t with the  wo rk gro up:  

Expla in the  histo ric a l impo rtanc e  o f the  c e me te ry.  

Re mind the  wo rke rs to  be  re spe c tful o f tho se  burie d the re .  

Intro duc e  yo urse lf to  the  ne ighbo rs and e xpla in what yo u will be  do ing   

 in the  c e me te ry.  

Re vie w safe ty. 

Ide ntify task divisio n and e quipme nt ne e ds/ ava ilab ility. 

 

Care  o f the  Ce me te ry: 

Re mo ve  the  trash and brush fro m the  c e me te ry.  

Small tre e s may be  re mo ve d (at g ro und le ve l) with prio r FCCPA.  

Re pairs o f any fe nc ing  must be  appro ve d by a  FCCPA re pre se ntative . 

Grave sto ne s, fie ld marke rs, e tc . sho uld no t be  disturbe d.  

If fa lle n o r bro ke n, do  no t atte mpt to  right o r fix the m.  

Le ave  this to  the  pro fe ssio nals.  

Re mo ving  lo ng  vine s o r runne rs must be  do ne  c are fully, so  as no t to  disturb  

 fie ld sto ne s o r g rave sto ne s. (Snip o ff a t g ro und le ve l.)  

NO DIGGING.  Do  no t do  any digg ing  in the  c e me te ry.  

Po we r to o ls may be  use d with the  utmo st c are .  

Do  no t use  we e d whac ke r ne ar a  marke r.  

We e d kille rs may be  use d with pe rmissio n o f the  o wne r o r FCCPA. 

Cle aning  o f g rave sto ne s may be  do ne  with so ft brushe s and distille d wate r.  

Do  NOT use  any type  o f c le aning  age nt.  

 

Safe ty: 

Ke e p wo rk gro ups to  a  manage able  size .  

Pro vide  c lo se  supe rvisio n o f Sc o uts.  

 Info rm the  wo rke rs o f the  fo llo wing  unsafe  c o nditio ns:  

po iso no us plants, sting ing  inse c ts, de pre ssio ns in the  e arth, tre e  ro o ts, e tc . 

Wo rk o nly during  daylight ho urs and go o d we athe r. 

Have  a  first a id kit and wate r availab le .  

Carry a  c e ll pho ne . 
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GRID INSTRUCTIONS 
Se tting  up a  grid is pre tty e asy. 

  

De pe nding  o n the  size  o f the  c e me te ry, and the  spac e  be twe e n sto ne s, o ne  c an use  a  1ft 

o r say 5ft g rid. Pic k a  datum o r ze ro  po int, whic h sho uld be  so me thing  that will last o ve r 

time .  This c an be  o ne  o f the  sto ne s, a  fe nc e  po st, o r any o the r re lative ly stable  spo t. 

 Ide ally, that spo t is in the  so uthwe st/ lo we r le ft c o rne r o f the  grid.  It is no t ne c e ssary that 

the  grid be  plac e d o n the  c ardinal dire c tio ns, but the  map sho uld indic ate  "grid no rth" and 

"true  no rth".  

   

Fro m that ze ro , yo u me asure  up to  the  e nd o f whate ve r yo u're  trying  to  map, ide a lly 

plac ing  flags at yo ur grid po ints (if yo u're  in a  c e me te ry, plac e  the se  flags no  mo re  than an 

inc h o r two  de e p, and re mo ve  the m as so o n as yo u're  finishe d).  The n me asure  o ve r the  

same  way.  So , the n yo u'll have  a  g rid that c o ve rs the  who le  site .    

   

Be lo w is an e xample  o f a  grid, in whic h the  datum is in the  c e nte r, c re ating  

N/ S/ E/ W de signatio ns.  If the  datum is in the  so uthwe st c o rne r, yo u'll o nly have  square s that 

go  so me thing  like - N1/ E1 o r N5/ E5 whic h me an that the  square  is 1ft no rth and 1 ft e ast o f 

the  datum, o r 5ftN/ 5ftE re spe c tive ly.  

 

http:/ / www.primaryre se arc h.o rg / PRTHB/ Arc hae o lo gy/ Grid.JPG  
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The  he adsto ne  o f the  marke r is re sting  aga inst its base . 

The  anc ho ring  iro n pins have  ruste d and bro ke n. 

Day Ce me te ry in Vie nna , Virg inia

Go o ding -Se ato n Ce me te ry in  

Annandale ,Virg inia
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Fairfax County Cemetery Preservation Association, Inc. 

 

AAAdddooopppttt---AAA---CCCeeemmmeeettteeerrryyy   PPPrrrooogggrrraaammm   
 

Why adopt a family cemetery? 

The  c e me te ry is abando ne d/  ne g le c te d. 

The  c e me te ry is thre ate ne d by de ve lo pme nt. 

Vandalism at the  c e me te ry has o c c urre d. 

Owne rs c anno t be  lo c ate d. 

Owne rs are  inc apable  o f c aring  fo r the  c e me te ry. 

 

Who can adopt a cemetery? 

‚ Civic  o rganizatio ns 

‚ Churc h gro ups 

‚ Sc o ut tro o ps 

‚ Philanthro pic  o rganizatio ns 

‚ Sc ho o l c lubs/ o rganizatio ns 

‚ Histo ric a l o rganizatio ns 

‚ Individuals 

 

What are the responsibilities of the cemetery owner/guardian? 

To  grant pe rmissio n fo r daylight ingre ss and e gre ss to  the  c e me te ry fo r purpo se  o f 

mainte nanc e . 

 

What are the responsibilities of the adopting organization? 

‚ Pro vide  pe rio dic  g ro und mainte nanc e . 

‚ Cle ar the  c e me te ry o f trash. 

‚ Re po rt to  the  po lic e  any e vide nc e  o f vandalism. 

‚ Unde rstand that a ll wo rk c o mple te d in the  c e me te ry is do ne  o n a  

vo lunte e r basis and the re fo re  ne ithe r the  FCCPA no r the  o wne r is liab le  fo r 

any injurie s inc urre d while  wo rking  at the  c e me te ry. 

 

What are the responsibilities of the FCCPA? 

1. To  ac t as a  lia iso n be twe e n the  o wne rs and ado pting  o rganizatio n. 

2. To  o bta in pe rmissio n o f o wne rs/ guardians o f c e me te ry. 

3. To  pro vide  writte n instruc tio n to  the  ado pting  o rganizatio n/ individual o n 

c e me te ry marke r pre se rvatio n, c e me te ry mainte nanc e , and sa fe ty issue s. 

4. To  pro vide  assistanc e  in the  ado ptio n pro c e dure . 

5. To  me e t with the  ado pting  partic ipants at the  c e me te ry prio r to  the  

ado ptio n to  de sc ribe  the  c e me te ry bo undarie s, ide ntify marke rs, fie ld 

sto ne s, and de pre ssio ns. 

6. To  pe rio dic a lly visit the  ado pte d c e me te rie s.  

7. To  mainta in c o ntac t with the  o wne rs and ado pting  o rganizatio ns. 
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NOTES
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Fairfax County Cemetery 

Preservation Association, Inc.
www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org

Zinc Marker

EVERY CEMETERY HAS A STORY TO TELL about the 
people buried there. One method for capturing that story is 
by conducting a cemetery survey—recording the names and 
dates on the gravestones, noting the stones’ material and 
style, and documenting the overall condition of the cemetery 
itself. 

The FCCPA has prepared this handbook to assist those who 
are interested in cemetery protection and preservation. The 
guidelines included have been tailored to the resources 
available in Fairfax County, Virginia.  However, everyone can 
research their area’s  cemeteries by using records from local 
libraries, courthouses, historical organizations, genealogical 
societies, and churches.


