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Graffiti spray-painted on a grave marker at the
Marshall family cemetery in Burke, Viginia, spumed two
county history commissioners and other community
members mto action. In June 2008, a group formmed to
protectthe cemetery.

Durnng the summer, a clean up was o1ganized. Trees were
cut; brush and trash were hauled away. Boken glass from
beerbottles was painstakingly picked up. A thicklayerof dirt
and algae on the marker was gently taken off using soft
toothbrushes and distilled water. The spray paint will emain
until a professional conservator removes it using a method
that wilnot hamm the stone.

In October 2008, a dedication ceremony was held at the
cemetery. Subsequently, the Faifax County Cemetery
Preservation Association, Inc. (FCCPA) was founded to
protect the hundreds of other family cemetenes in Faifax
County. The FCCPA is a nonprfit 501(c)(3)organization
mcorporated with the state of Virginia.

Ourmission is to identify, document, preserve, protect, maintain,
and advocate forcemeteresin ourcounty that are threatened by
vandalism, development, orneglect. Also, FCCPA wileduc ate the
community about the historicalimportance ofcemeteries, and how to
survey and preserve cemeteres.

The association and you can help accomplish this missionby:

Researching a cemetery s history.

Conducting on-site surveysatcemetenes.

Reporting cemetery vandalism to authonities.

Updating county and lbrary nformation on cemeteres.

Seeking out and advising organizations orindividuals who
wantto “adopt’ a cemetery.

Connecting individuals who have concemsorquestions
about cemeteres with the approprate county
department.

Replying to individuals inquites about family cemeteres.

Educ ating the community about Virginia’slaws regarding
cemeteres.

FEduc ating the community about the preservation of
cemeteresand grave markers.

Educ ating the community about the historicalimportance of
cemetenes.
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Fox Family Cemetery,
Vienna, Virg inia

Fox Family Cemetery,
Vienna, Virginia

Fying Pan Baptist Meeting House Cemetery
in Hemdon, Viginia. The field stonesindicate
the head orfootofa grave site. &
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FAQs

1. How do Ijoin the FCCPA?
Visit our Web site at www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org

2. WhatifIwanta speakerformy organization?
Visit our Web site at www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org

3. Thave heard that my family isburied in Fairfax County, but why isn’t
the family name included in the county library cemetery survey list
(Web pagesat www.faifaxc ounty.gov/library/branches/vycem)?

You may search by location (Herndon, Burke, McLean, etc) or through
land and deed records. Also, check in the Fairfax County Genealogical
Society's mulfi-volume set of books titled Fairfax County, Virginia,
Gravestones. These include church cemetery headstone transcriptions
which are not available in on-line records.

4. WhatcanIdo ifIlam concemed thatdevelopersare encmwaching on
my family’s cemetery?

One step is to search at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/Idsnet/. This Web site
allows you to search current development projects by address. You can
get general information about the developer's plans, and you can also
see which Zoning staffer is handling the case. You could call the
developer to ensure that they are aware of the cemetery on or near
their property. Contact Fairfax County’s Cultural Resource Management
and Protection section (703-534-3881) to see if they have any
information regarding the development. Finally, contact the Northern
Virginia Regional Preservation Office of the Virginia Department of
Historic Resources (540-868-7030) to see if a permit was issued to the
developer.

5. How do Iaccessmy family’scemetery, which now hasbeenenclosed
in someone’sbackyard and there isno gate forme to use?

Code of Virginia (57-27.1) A. provides for ingress and egress of family
descendants to cemeteries on private property. Code of Virginia (57-
27.1) D.: "Any person denied reasonable access under the provisions of
this section may bring an action in the circuit court where the property is
located to enjoin the owner of the property from denying the person
reasonable egress to the cemetery or gravesite. In granting such relief,
the court may set frequency of access, hours and duration of the
access.”

6. Whatdo Ido if Ifound vandalism when Ivisited my family’s cemetery?
Record the vandalism, including photographing the damage done.
Vandalism should be reported to the local law enforcement agency.
Contact the Fairfax County police non-emergency number: 703-691-
2131. The current owner of the property on which the cemetery is
located should also be contacted.
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If you witness vandalism in progress, report it to the local law
enforcement agency immediately. Vandalizing a grave is a felony.

7. Tknow the location of my family’s cemetery, but there are no markers
and Thave heard the emains were moved. How do Ifind outifand
where the remains were re-intermed?

Demolished: If there are no signs of the cemetery still being there, it may
have been moved. (A local court order, or a permit from the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources, must be obtained before moving
graves.)

Demoalition in progress: A local court order, or permit from the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources, must be obtained before moving
graves, including a public legal notice and reasonable efforts to notify
descendents. Check with the local law enforcement agency to see if a
court order was issued, or contact the Northern Regional Preservation
Office of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources at 540-868-7030
to see if a permit was issued.

8. How do Idetermine the cumrent ownerofthe property my family's
cemeteryison?

Locate the cemetery on a map that shows the tax parcel number of the
property. Maps are available at the Virginia Room or on-line at the
County of Fairfax Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/maps/county/. The
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) section has multiple selections fo
choose from. The Property Maps found in the Digital Map Viewer are
helpful in narrowing down the parcel number once a general area is
identified.

Once you know the parcel number of the property, visit the Depart-
ment of Tax Administration's Web site (www.icare.fairfaxcounty.gov) and
search for the property by parcel number to find current ownership
information. You can search by address. If your cemetery is in someone's
yard, you will see the owner's name. If the cemetery is its own parcel and
you don't know the exact address, put in the address of the property
next door or nearby. Then click on the link to view the map so you can
see the parcel number of the cemetery. Look this up and you will see
who the legal owner of the property is. Oftentimes, it's "the heirs of...."
who are unidentified. It is important to note that some cemeteries are
owned by family trustees, some of whom are unaware that they own a

cemetery.

Also, the Cultural Resource Management and Protection Section (703-
534-3881) can help you find property owners.
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9. Whatdo we do when no one in my family iscapable of maintaining

ourfamily cemetery any longer?

Contact FCCPA on our Web site: www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org. Or
write to us at c/o Fairfax Library Virginia Room, 10360 North Street,
Fairfax, Virginia 22030. The association will help you understand possible
actions your family can take. Also, the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources (VDHR) can give technical assistance regarding the
preservation of historic cemeteries. This assistance includes
recommended options for treatment and preservation of cemeteries.
Visit www.dhr.virginia.gov.

10. Whatisinvolved in helping mamntain and protecta cemetery?

To maintain or protect a cemetery, the FCCPA suggests that individuals
or organizations keep the cemetery free of weeds, tall grass, and brush;
pick up frash; and report vandalism.

11. Whatisinvolved in helping to preserve and protecta cemetery?

Contact the owners and get permission to clean up.

Clear away brush and weeds by hand from around the gravestones and
markers. (Do not use weed whackers or pesticides near the markers as
each can damage stone.)

Clean the markers using soft toothbrushes and distilled water. This
method removes algae and dirt. (To remove graffiti, you need to hire a
professional conservator.)

If markers are toppled, leaning, or broken, you would need to hire a
professional also.

Pick up trash.

Ask neighbors or organizations to accept the responsibility of maintaining
the cemetery.

12. How do Isellorgive away a cemetery?

13.

The actual selling or giving away of private property that contains a
cemetery is no different from the sale or gift of any other private
property. A real estate agent or attorney would be able to help. A deed
search may be needed.

How do Iestablish a trusteeship of a family cemetery with a home
owners association (HOA) ora church?

If the owners can no longer care for the family cemetery, an attorney
would be able to set up a frusteeship agreement.

FCCPA,Inc. Cemetery Presemwation Guide (October2010) Page 5
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14. Whatifthere isdumping ata cemetery?
If dumping is witnessed, call the police. An owner may erect a No Dumping sign.
The county will get involved if the materials dumped are not biodegradable, for
example: tires or appliances. Call Community Health and Safety (703-246-2300),
Fairfax County Health Department.

15. How do we decide between preservation and restoration?
Preservation entails maintaining the markers and cemetery as is. You would clean
the markers with distilled water, pick up trash, and remove possible threats to the
markers like tree limbs and underbrush.

Restoration involves restoring the markers and the cemetery to their original
condition. This requires the services of a professional monument conservator.

This cemetery was sunmounded by a deteriorating wooden
fence. There were four granite headstones and one field
stone marker with a hand-cut inscription. Fourteen other
burals were marked by plain field stones. The cemetery was
clean and received periodic maintenance.

Date of Survey 3/14 /1994

Fox Family Cemetery,

FCCPA, Inc. Cemetery Preservation Guide (October2010) Page 6
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Cemetery Preservation Preparations

1. Determine the ownership ofthe cemetery.
2. Researchthe cemetery (See Research Guidelines, pages9-12).

3. Copyimportantinformation to the cemetery: maps/plats, marker
mscriptions, family contacts, etc.

4. Survey the cemetery (See Survey Guidelines, pages 13-14).

5. Enlist a volunteerororganization to clean up the cemetery.

6. Meet with the owner'trustees at the cemetery to discuss
preservation orrestoration of markers/cemetery and to agree upon

the clean-up processand scope.

7. Establish a continualmaintenance program forthe cemetery.

8. Educate the public about the cemetery.
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Faifax/Buckley Cemetery in
Faifax Station, Virginia.
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#042  Gooding/Seaton Family
Cemetery

Tax # 059-3-({01))-21

A map ofthe Gooding-Seaton Cemetery isfiled in the Cemetery Vertical
Hes n FCPLs Viginia Room. #21 indicates the location of the family

cemetery adjacentto Pleasant Valley Memounal Partk Cemetery.

FCCPA, Inc. Cemetery Presevation Guide (October2010) Page 8



www.honorfaifaxcemetenes.org {hﬂm
Aoornden, e =

Guidelines forCemetery Research

Please do yourdocumentresearch before doing an on-site survey of the cemetery!

The FCPLsregionallbrarylocated at 10360 North Street in the City of
Fairfax is where the Virginia Room islocated. Thisis where you can find
almostallofthe referencesyouneed to complete yourresearch.

You must have a Faifax County Public ibrary (FCPD) library card. Begin at
the second floorinformation desk. Ask the librarian forthe FCCPA District
Binder. The bindercontains cemetery surveys, which include the FX
numbers ofthe cemeteres. Sign out the survey. Remove it from the binder
to make a photocopyortwo (one copy formugh draft and anotherfor
the final, completed survey). Retum the survey to the binder, and then
retum the district binderto the libraran.

PART1

1. Viginia Room Cemetery Vertical Fles
The cemetery number, FX __ islocated on the survey you just photocopied.
With that number, inquire atthe deskto see the complete cemetery file.
These are keptin the workinom and are unavailable to the generalpublic.
Ask the lbraran at the Virginia Room deskto please bring you the particular
file. The originalcontents of thisfile are NOTto be removed from the library so
please make photocopiesofany pagesyou wish to add to yourresearch
file. Retum the file to the lbraran.

2. Virginia Room Cemetery Database
Accessthe on-lne database:
www fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/vr/cem

This bring s you to the main page ofthe database.
You willbe working mo stly with family cemeteries, so choose that option.

Find the cemetery you are investigating, and click on the Ink. This will bring
up generalinformation on the cemetery.

NOTE: The on-line database is organized by family name and geographic location. If
you do not know the family name of the cemetery you are researching, you will have
to look at every site in the area where your cemetery is located, e.g. Herndon, Fairfax
Station, etc. Also be aware that some cemeteries in the database are misnamed.
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3.Search the Faifax Genealogical Society Cemetery Volumes
REF 929.3755 FAIR
Make copiesofallinformation from the on-line search and the vettic alfile
which you find mightbe helpfulto complete the survey. Although the goalis
notcollecting information on gravestones, just seeing the numberlisted (one
orone hundred) will help you know the size ofthe cemetery.

4. Poperty Tax Map Data and Plat
Going on-line to http://icare.fairfaxcounty.gov/Main/Home.aspx bring s
you to the Faifax County Department of Tax Administration pro pety
search page.

Choose an address search.

Input the address of the cemetery in the line provided. This will bring up
the tax office’sinformation on the property.

Write down the Fairfax County Tax Map number in the upperleftcomer
above the ownersname, as thisis vital foride ntific ation purposes.

Clckon printable summary and print the page.

Click on the map to see exactly where the parcelislocated. Print this,
too. Every cemetery file should contain these printed papers.

Iookatand clickon allofthe linkson the left side ofthe main property
page to see whatinformation youcanleam. Thke note ofthe “sales”
Iink. This tells you the last transaction ortwo (orthree...). ¥there are
severalsalestransactionsnoted, theydon’t allgenerally show up on the
printable version. Please record any deed information you see on the
sales page that does not show up on the printed version. The deed
numbersare essentialto determine a chain of title forthe property.

NQOTE: If you do not have the address of the cemetery, choose the address of
the closest property to the cemetery that you can find. Following the steps
above, view the map for that property and locate the cemetery parcel on that
map. Zoom in unfil you can see the cemetery’s parcel number, write that
number down, and look up the cemetery on the search page using a tax map
number search.

FCCPA,Inc. Cemetery Preseration Guide (October2010) Page 10
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PART2

1. Historical Ne wspaperIndex Instruc tions
The Washington Post (historic al) from 1877-1990 is available on-lne.

Accessthe Faifax County Public library with a lbrary card.
Go to On-line Resources

Select Newspapers

Sele ct ProQuest

Log On with yourlbrary card number

Type in a specific search topic

Fom multidatabases select Historical Washington Post
Entera date range and Search

Colectany articlesorimportant nformation about the descendants
from the articles. Articlescan be printed to add to yourresearch file.

Iocalhistoricalnewspapers: Alexandria Gazette, Fairfax Herald, ete.

Accessthe Faifax County Public library with a brary card.
Go to On-line Resources

Select Newspapers

Se le ¢ t FCPL historical newspaper index

Log On with our library card number

Type in topic

Check ALL newspaper sources

Complete date range

Check ALL newspaper types

Results will supply: Newspaper,date, page number, article headline

Se arc h the mic ro films forthe specific newspapers

Copy any pertinent nformation. Atticlescan be printed out to add

to yourresearch file.

HINT Be flexible with search topics. EXAMPIE: There were no results with

“Burke, Slas” and “Silas Burke.” However, when “Burke” wasused, 188 search

results were found, of which sixorseven dealt with the de ath of Sila s Burke
and/orthe family cemetery.

HINT Often time s the Fairfax Herald's “headline” re sult is all you will find when

youread the newspaper. EXAMPIE: the headline reads “Burke Hementary

getslbrary.” The microfilm copy from the newspaperhad no article, only
“Burke Hementary gets lbrary.”

2. USCensusand Genealogical Research

Ancestry.com and Heritage Quest are avaiable on-line in the Virginia Room.

Often timesitiseasierto work forward in time ratherthan backwards. The
mostrecent population censusavailable is 1930.

FCCPA, Inc. Cemetery Preseration Guide (October2010) Page 11
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3. Property Deed Books
Going on-line to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/historic/ihs brings you to the
Web site forthe Faifax County Inventory of Historic Site s in the Department of
Planning and Zoning.

Click on Research Guidelines fora detaied description asto how to research
the history of a site. Pay special attention to # 3, Circuit Court Archives. The se
guidelnesare taiored forresearc hing buidings, but you need to take these
stepsto research the history of yourcemetery site. Fortunately, Circ uit Court
Archivesallows public accessto itson-line database, CPAN, which includes
allFaifax County deeds, so you don’thave to pullout allthe big, heavy
deed books. However, you wilneed to go to the thid floorofthe Fanfax
Courthouse to accessthe system atthe archives. Be advised that severalof
the very early books are missing. The Viginia Room hasmany deedson

mic 1o film, but CPAN is much, much easierto use.

4. Wil Boo ks
These also are avaiable on CPAN. You choose “wills” instead of“deeds.” The
wilindicesare organized by yearand decedent' slast name. Unfortunately,
noteveryone left a will

5. Archaeology Vertical Hles
Cemeteryresearchresourcesare also avaiable at Faifax County Park
Authornty’s Cultural Resources Management and Protection Section, James
Iee Center, 2855 Annandale Road, Falls Church (tele phone 703-534-3881).
Please callahead before you visit.

Resourcesthatcanbe found there include:
Cemetery locations.
GIS mapping of all cemeteries located by Brian Conley.
UTM coordinates.
Addresses.
Aerial photographs: Current (2007) 1997 1953/54 1937 1943.
Data on prior surveys of all cemeteries.
Desktop access to VDHR reports.
Published reports of previous archaeological surveys.

FCCPA,Inc. Cemetery Preseration Guide (October2010) Page 12



www.hono rfaifaxcemetenes.org {hﬂi‘“ﬁf
Aoornden, e =

Guidelines for On-Site Cemetery Surveys

NO'IE: These guidelnes were adapted from David Roberts’ lecture to the
Coalition to Protect Maryland Bunal Ste s in Columbia, MD, March 7, 1992.

1. Select a cemetery to survey by location, interest, orneed.
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2. Alow fortwo hours minimum to do an on-site survey.

% Woikin pairs, when possble.

¥ Introduce yourselfto the neighbors, who canbe a good
sourc e ofinformation.

% Canya clipboamrd, yard stick, and smallbroom (to remove

leaves, etc.)

Cany drnking waterand a cellphone.

Wearboots, long sleeves, and gloves.

Bring a digitalcamera.

Thke photographs from severaldifferent angles. Fyou feelit

isimportant to understand size ordistance in a photograph,

place a quarteroryamnd stic kin the picture. Photograph the
cemetery and its sumounds, inc luding:

Overview of the cemetery, ncluding markers, field stones, and

depressions.

Ma rke 1s with unusual insc rip tio ns.

Broken, leaning, orfallen markes.

Any evidence of vandalism.

Unusual marke rs—zinc markers forexample.

Ma ke rs with symb o lism.

s Forphotographs, make printcopiesand/ora CD to include
with the completed survey. Eventually the photographscan
be added to a Web site, so keep digitalcopies, too.

*» Record inscrption information from markersnotrecorded in

eattiersurveys.

Record observations and suggestions forthe cemetery.

Be respectfuloftemain, flora, and fauna.

Don’ttry to clean a markerto geta betterlook Do not make

rubbings.

» Ileave markersin place. Do not try to move orright a marker.

» Be carefulnotto ntroduce any foreign matterinto the

cemetery/bunal grounds.

Record yournotesand impressions on site.

Complete the formalchecklist/survey when you get home.

Complete the survey to the best of yourability.
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3. T complete the formal survey form/c he c k list:
« Do notuse shorthand orabbreviations.
« Complete the survey in print ortype, no c ursive.
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% Keep yourdescriptions simple and straightforward.

% Add any approprnate notesthat might help others understand
the condition ofthe cemetery.

Keep record of any questionsorconcemsyou may have.
Include yourrecommendations forthe cemetery.

Share the knowledge from the survey with others.

7 7
0.0 0.0

X3

8

4. While completing an on-site survey and vandalism isnoted:

Record the vandalism, inc luding photographing it.

Vandalism should be reported to the locallaw enforcement

agency. The cument ownershould also be contacted.

» Fvandalism isin progress, reportitto the locallaw
enforcement agency immediately.

% Vandalizing a grave isa felony.

7 7
0.0 0.0

B

5. Demolished cemeteries. Ifthere are no signsthatthe cemetery is stil
there, it may have been moved.

% Recomrd it with the survey.

% KFdemolitionisin progress, please note thata localcourtorder
orpemit from the Viiginia Department of Historic Resources,
must be obtained before moving graves, inc luding a public
legalnotice, and reasonable efforts to notify descendants.
Check with the locallaw enforcementagency to see ifa court
orderwasissued, orcontactthe Northem Regional Preservation
Office of VDHR at 540-868-7030 to see if a permmit wasissued.

[ site of senerations of the
of Robert Wickliffe, 11 and

Capt. Daniel Kincheloe; proprictor
of Union Mill. Markers were trodden

down during Federal Army Encampment NVRPA’s Hemlock Overook Park
0’s
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FX
Fairfax Caan{y Name:
. Cemelery Preservation
. 5 Assaciation, Ine. Note:

CEMETERY SURVEY

Person Filling Out This Form

Date

Name of Cemetery

Street Address (if applicable)

L ocation Description (if no street address)

FX Cemetery Number

FX County Tax Map Number

VA State Archaeology Number

Property Owner Contact Information

(Please print this information from county
Web site and attach to file)

Condition of site from road:

[ ] Well maintained and preserved, currently in use

[ ] Well maintained, but not in use

[ ] Poorly maintained

[ ] Abandoned

[ ] Overgrown, but graveyard easily identifiable

[ ] Overgrown, not easily identifiable

[ ] Unable to see cemetery from road

[ ] Not identifiable as aburial site, but known to exist through tradition or other
means. Explain:

Notes:

Topography:

[ ] Flat [ ] Roalling [ ] Combination
[ ] Hill top [ ] Slope

FCCPA, Inc. Cemetery Preseration Guide (October2010) Page 15
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Info included
VA Room Cemetery Vertical Files []

VA Room Online Cemetery Database []
fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/vr/cem

FX Genealogical Society Cemetery Book [ |
REF 929.3755 FAIR

FXCO Tax Map Data and Plat []
icare.fairfaxcounty.gov/Main/Home.aspx

Site Photographs
Completed Survey
OPTIONAL

Historic Newspaper Index []
fairfaxcounty.gov/library/newsindex/default.asp

Census/Geneal ogy
ancestry.com, heritagequest.com

Deed Books
FXCO Circuit Court Archives/ VA Room

Will Books
FXCO Circuit Court Archives/ VA Room

Archaeology Vertica Files
FCPA Cultural Resources, James Lee Center

Topographical Map Identifying Location
FCPA Cultural Resources, James Lee Center

1937 Aerias
FCPA Cultural Resources, James Lee Center

O oo o o o o O

Chancery Files
FXCO Circuit Court Archives/ VA Room

Noinfofound Initials

I

I I

O o o o o o o oo
|

—

GPS References:
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Virginia [egalStatutes
Pertaining to Cemeteries

Code of Virginia (1950)
http://legl.state.va.ug/lis.htm

§ 57-27.1. Accessto cemeterieslocated on private property; cause ofaction for
mjunc tive relie f; applic ability.

A.Ownersofprvate property on which a cemetery orgravesare located shall
have a duty to allow ingressand egressto the cemetery orgravesby (i) family
membersand descendantsofdeceased personsburied there; (i) any cemetery
plotowner; and (ii) any person engaging in genealogy research, who hasgiven
reasonable notice to the ownerofrecord orto the occupantofthe propertyor
both. The landownermay designate the frequency ofaccess, hoursand duration
ofthe accessand the accessmwute if no traditionalaccessrute is obviously
visible by a view ofthe property. The landowner, in the absence ofgross
negligence orwilful misconduct, shallbe immune from liability in any c ivil suit,
claim, action,orcause ofaction arsing out ofthe accessgranted pursuant to this
sec tion.

B. The rightofingressand egressgranted to persons specified in subsection A shall
be reasonable and limited to the purmposesofvisiting graves, maintaining the
gravesite orcemetery, orconducting genealogy research. The right of ingress
and egressshallnotbe construed to provide a right to operate motorvehicleson
the property forthe purpose ofaccessing a cemetery orgravesite unless there is
amad oradequate right-of-way that pemmitsaccessby a motorvehicle and the
ownerhasgiven written pemmission to use the mad orrght-of-way of ne c e ssity.
C.Any person entering onto private property to accessa gravesite orcemetery
shallbe responsble forconducting himselfin a mannerthat doesnotdamage
the private lands, the cemetery orgravesites and shallbe liable to the ownerof
the property forany damage caused asa resultofhisaccess.

D. Any person denied reasonable accessunderthe provisions of this sec tion may
brng an action in the circuit court where the propertyislocated to enjoin the
ownerofthe propernty from denying the person reasonable ingressand egress to
the cemetery orgravesite. In granting suc h relief, the court may set the
frequency ofaccess, hoursand duration ofthe access.

E The provisionsof thissection shallnotapply to any deed orotherwrtten
mnstrumentthatcreatesorreservesa cemetery orgravesite on private property.
(1993, ¢. 713; 2004, c. 831.)

<
>
|
m
@
>
(o
(7]
—
>
=
c
—
m
w

§ 57-39.1. mprovementofabandoned and neglected graveyands.

When the ownersofany private graveyard, notconnected with any churchor
church property, abandon the graveyard and alow it to fallinto a condition of
neglectand disuse, so that it is unsightly and thereby le ssens the desirability and
value ofadjacentland, and the ownersfaillorrefuse, when requested by the
ownerofadjacentland orwhenrequested by the localgoveming body of the
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county, city ortown wherein the private graveyard islocated, to remedy such
condition of neglect and putthe graveyard into suitable condition, then any
ownerofadjacentland orthe localgoveming body may file a billin e quity in the
circuit court ofthe county orcity wherein the graveyard islocated, forthe
purpose of requiting the graveyard to be placed in a suitable condition. The
ownersofthe graveyard orany person having a right therein shallbe made
defendantsto such court proceedings.

The court shallnotenteran orderrequiring the ownersofa graveyard in which a
grave orentombment right hasneverbeen sold to improve itorplace itin a
suitable condition. However, afterhearing the evidence the cout may allow the
petitioners, at theirown expense, to improve the graveyard and place itin
suitable condition and may also require bond to ensure that the pe titio ne s will
notinjure orremove any tomb, monument, gravestone, grave marker, orvault
without having first obtained court approval Acting pursuant to court order, the
petitioners may thereafterenterupon the land and improve the graveyard and
place it in suitable condition. The costsin any case mvolving a graveyard in which
a grave orentombmentrght hasneverbeen sold shallbe paid by the
petitioners.

In any case mvolving a graveyard in which a grave orentombment right has
been sold, the court shalldetermine whetherthe ownersorpetitionersshallpay
the costsofimprving the graveyard and may require bond to insure against
mjury orremovalofany tomb, monument, gravestone, grave marker, orvault
without court approval

(1950, p. 91; 1986, c. 55; 1990, c. 675.)

§ 18.2-127. Injuries to churches, church property, cemeternes, burnal grounds, etc .;
penalty.

A. Any person who willfully ormalic io usly commits any ofthe following actsis
guilty ofa Class 1 misdemeanor:

1. Destroys, removes, cuts, breaks, orinjure s any tree, shrub, orplant on any
church property orwithin any cemetery orlot of any memornalormonumental
association;

2. Destroys, mutilate s, mjure s, orremovesand camesaway any flowers, wre aths,
vases, orotheromamentsplaced within any churchoron church propety, or
placed uponoramund any grave, tomb, monument, orlotin any cemetery,
graveyard, orotherplace ofbunalor

3. Obstructsproperingressto and egressfrom any church orany cemeteryorlot
belonging to any memornalormonumentalassociation.

B. Any person who willfully ormaliciously destroys, mutilates, defaces, injures, or
removesany object orstruc ture permanently attached oraffixed within any
churchoron church property, any tomb, monument, gravestone, orother

struc ture placed within any cemetery, graveyard, orplace of bural, orwithin any
lotbelonging to any memoralormonumentalassociation, orany fence, railing,
orotherwork forthe protection oromament of any tomb, monument,
gravestone, orotherstruc ture aforesaid, orofany cemetery lot within any
cemeteryisguilty ofa Class 6 felony. A person convicted underthis section who is
required to pay restitution by the court shallbe required to pay restitution to the
church, if the property damaged isproperty of the church, orto the ownerofa
cemetery, if the property damaged islocated within such cemetery regardlessof
whetherthe property damaged isowned by the cemetery orby anotherperson.
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C.Thissection shallnotapply to any work which isdone by the authorntiesofa
churchorcongregation in the maintenance orimprovementofany church
property orany burnalground orcemetery belonging to it and underits
managementorcontimland which doesnot injure orresult in the removalofa
tomb, monument, gravestone, grave markerorvault. Forpurmposesofthissection,
“‘church"shallmean any place of worship, and "church property" shalmean any
educationalbuiding orcommunity centerowned orrented by a ¢ hurch.

(Code 1950, § 18.1-244; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15; 1982, c. 561; 1983, c. 579;
1990, c. 510; 2004, c . 203.)

§ 18.2-125. Trespass at night upon any cemetery.

Fany person, without the consent ofthe owner, propretororcustodian, go or
enterin the nighttime, upon the premises, property, drivewaysorwalks of any
cemetery, eitherpublic orprivate, forany purpose otherthan to visit the bunallot
orgrave of some memberofhisfamily, he shallbe guilty ofa Class4
misdemeanor.

(Code 1950, § 18.1-181; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15.)

John and Mary Marshall grave stone, Burke,
Viginia, atthe dedication ofthe cemetery.

Dirt and algae had been scrubbed off, but
the spray paintcould notbe removed.
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Historic photograph (ca. 1970) ofthe Marshall
Family Cemetery, Burke, Virginia.
This same markerisshownon pages1and 19.

Gravestone in Fairfax/Buckley Family Cemetery,
Fountainhead Regional Park
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RESOURCES

INTERNETRESEARCH

Faifax County Public Iibrary cemetery survey
http://www fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/vr/cem/cemsurv.htm

Circ uit Court Arc hive s, County o f Fairfax
http://www fairffaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/

Faifax County, Virginia Free Public Records Directory
hitp://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com/VA_Fairfax.him -

Virginia Room, City of Fairfax Regional ibrary
http://www fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/fx/

Tomb stone Transc ription
http://www.usgwtombstones.org/virginia/fairffax.html

Viginia Department of Historic Resources
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/

Find a Grave
http://www .findagrave.com/

Family History and Genealogical Records
http://familysearch.org

African-American Cemeteresin Albemande and Amherst Counties
http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/cem/

BOOKS

Brothers and Cousins: Confederate Soldiers and Sailors of Fairfax County
William Page Johnson, I

Beginning at a White Oak: Patents and Northern Neck Grants of Fairfax County, VA
Be th Mitc hell

Fairfax County in 1860: A Collective Biography
Edith Moore Sprouse

Stories in Stone: A Field Guide to Cemetery Symbolism and Iconography
DouglasKeister

A Graveyard Preservation Primer
Iynette Strangstad

PRESERVATION WEB SITES

Gravestone Preservation
http://www.gravestonepreservation.info/

The Association for Gravestone Studies
http://www.gravestonestudies.org/
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National Park Service Preservation Brefs
http://www.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief38.htm

Faifax County Cemetery Preservation Association
http://www.honorfairffaxcemeteries.org

Chicora Foundation http://chicora.org/

Chicora isa Columbia, South Camwlina public, non-profit hertage preservation
organization founded in 1983. Theirworkincludesarchaeologicaland historic al
research throughout the Southeastem United States.

PRESERVATIO N/ HISIO RIC AL SO CIETIES

Pre servation Dire c tory
http://www.preservationdirectory.com

Arington County
http://www.arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org

Fairfax County
http://www fairfaxhistoricalsociety.org/

Ioudoun County
http://www.preserveloudoun.org/

Prince Willam County
http://www.historicprincewilliam.org

Stafford County

s . k.

http://stafford.va.us/Departments/Planning_&_Zoning/Cemetery_Committee/Index.shiml

Coalition to Protect Maryland Bural Site s, Inc.
P. O. Box 1533 Ellicott City, MD 21041-1533
hitp://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdcpmbs/coalition01.htm.

EDUCATON
Historical Preservation Educational Pogram
http://www.nvcc.edu/loudoun/preserve/default.htm

GRANTS

Save Amerca’s Treasures Grants
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/treasures
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Guide to Cernetery Preservation
for Eagle Scout Candidates

This guide has been prepared by the Fairfax County Cemetery
Preservation Association (FCCPA) for the specific purpose of assisting
Boy Scouts who are interested in performing their required Eagle Scout
Leadership Project.
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“Show me the manner in which a nation or community cares for its dead and |
will measure with mathematical exactness the tender sympathies of its people,
their respect for the laws of the land, and their loyalty to their ideals.”

—William E Gladstone

Guideline for Eagle Scout Projects When Cleaning a Cemetery

Selecta cemetery that youfeelcould benefit from a clean-up,
documentation, and/orrenovation. Generally, old family cemeternes
offerthe best opportunities. ind them on the Faifax County Cemetery
Web site at: http://www.faifaxc ounty.gov/library/branches/vr'cem/

Visit the cemetery, establish if you have the ability to handle the project,
and note who the owneris. Privately-held cemeternesare private
property; pemission forcleaning mustbe obtained from the owner.

Participate in a walk-through of the cemetery with a representative from
the FCCPA and/orownerofthe cemetery.

Discuss work plansforthe cemetery and communic ate them to owner.

Obtain wrtten pemission from the property owneroutlining what willbe
done.

Begin the paperwork forthe Eagle Scout Poject. The Eagle Scout
Ieadership Service Poject Notebook (No. 512-927) can be found on-line
and isused to document yourprwject. You will find that the toughest part
of yourpmwjectisthe documentation. You must plan ahead, allow

planning and research time, and take a varety of variablesinto account
(school work, sports, vacation, weather, etc.) DO NOTPRO CRASIINATE!

The Eagle Scout Ieadership Service Projectisthe culmination of youryears
in scouting and YOU, the Life Scout, are expected to lead the adults,
fiends, and fellow Scoutson thisprwject. YOUare the one thatis
responsible foryourprmject. Yourparents, Scoutleaders, peers, and
fiendscan help, nudge, push, encourage, etc ., but the re sponsibility is

yo urs.
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Contactthe President ofthe FCCPA, who willresearch the cemetery,
amange fora survey to be conducted (which you should attend), and
help you seek pemission from the ownerfora clean up:

Faifax County Cemetery Preservation Association, Inc.
www.honorfaifaxcemetenes.org

CONSIDERATIONS
Thingsto considerasyou plan:
Parking.
County noise ordinance.
Genemnally, start workno eadierthan 9 a.m. on weekends.
Daylight Saving s Time .
Don’t schedule workto be done in the dark.
Brush removal-landfill hours and fees.
You must pay to dump atthe landfill. Budgetaccordingly.

Equipment:
Anticipate whatisrequired.
Powertools, wheelbamows, hand trucks, c utting tools, rakes, cleaning water,
brushes, tamps, gloves, eye protection, first aid kits, etc.

Task Assignment:
Do nothave yourhelp show up at yourwork site without a plan.
Saying: "Everyone meetatnine and we’llmove brush” doesn’t work
You must:
Identify allthe tasksto be completed.
Identify who willbe responsible to the taskcompletion.
You must also conduct an information and safety brefing.

Communic ations:
No tify neighbors, Scouts, parents, etc. No surprises!

Budget:
You must acquire fundsin orderto accomplish yourpmwject. While Mom and
Dad might spring forpizza, you need to solicit funds forthe coststhat willbe
incured on yourpmject.

Documenting yourProject:
You must not only document yourproject to satisfy the re quire ments of BSA,
you want yourworkon the cemetery to become a historicaldocument that
researc hersin the future willuse. The cleanup is physicalwork. The
documentation ofthe cemetery requires you to use analytic al thinking and a
professional work ethic that willbring pride to you, yourTioop, and Scouting.

Hazards:
Insects, animals, poison ivy/sumac/oak, hotand cold, etc.
Be Prepared. A fust aid kit, an action plan, and communic ations are the key.
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BEFO RE STARTING A CIEAN-UP
Meet with the work group:
Explain the historicalimportance ofthe cemetery.
Remind the workersto be respectfulofthose bured there.
Introduce yourselfto the neighborsand explain what you wilbe doing
in the cemetery.
Review safety.
Hdentify task division and equipment needs/availability.

Care ofthe Cemetery:
Remove the trash and brush from the cemetery.
Smalltreesmaybe removed (at ground level) with prior FCCPA.
Repaisofany fencing mustbe approved by a FCCPA representative.
Gravestones, field markers, etc. should notbe disturbed.
ffallen orbroken, do notattempt to right orfix them.
Ieave thisto the professionals.
Removing long vinesorrunners must be done carefully, so asnot to disturb

field stonesorgravestones. (Snip offat ground level)

NO DIGGING. Do notdo any digging in the cemetery.
Powertoolsmay be used with the utmostcare.
Do notuse weed whackerneara marker.
Weed kilersmay be used with pemmission ofthe owneror FCCPA.
Cleaning of gravestonesmay be done with soft brushesand distilled water.
Do NOTuse any type of cleaning agent.

Sa fe ty:
Keep workgroupsto a manageable size.
Provide close supervision of Scouts.
Inform the workers ofthe following unsafe conditions:
poisonous plants, stinging insects, depressionsin the earth, tree mots, etc.
Work only during daylight hoursand good weather.
Have a first aid kit and wateravaiable.
Cany a cellphone.
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GRID INSTRUCTIONS
Setting up a gnd is pretty easy.

Depending on the size ofthe cemetery, and the space between stones, one can use a 1ft
orsay 5ft grd. Picka datum orzer point, which should be something that willlastover
time. Thiscan be one ofthe stones, a fence post, orany otherrelatively stable spot.
Hdeally, that spotisin the southwest/lowerleftcomerofthe grid. kisnotnecessary that
the grid be placed on the cardinaldirec tions, but the map should indicate "grid north" and
"true north".

Fom thatzer, you measure up to the end of whateveryou're trying to map, ideally
placing flagsatyourgrnd points (if you're in a cemetery, place these flagsno more than an
mch ortwo deep, and remove them assoon asyou're finished). Then measure overthe
same way. S0, then youlhave a gnd thatcoversthe whole site.

Below isan example ofa gnd, in which the datum isin the center, creating

N/SEW designations. Fthe datum isin the southwest comer, you'llonly have squaresthat
go something like- N1/El or N5/E5 which mean that the square is Ift north and 1 fteastof
the datum, or5ftN/5ftErespec tively.

http://www.pimaryrese arc h.org/ PRIHB/ Arc haeolo gy/ Gnd .JPG

NORTH
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. Gooding-Seaton Cemetery in
) Annandale,Virginia

The headstone ofthe markerisresting agamnstitsbase.
The anchorng ion pins have rusted and broken.
Day Cemetery in Vienna, Viginia
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Fairfax County Cemetery Preservation Association, Inc.

Fairfax Counly
i Ccme{ery Preservalion
, Assaciation, Ine.

Adopt-A-Cemetery Program

Why adopt a family cemetery?
The cemeteryisabandoned/ neglected.
The cemetery isthreatened by development.
Vandalism at the cemetery hasoccuned.
Ownerscannotbe located.
Ownersare incapable ofcarnng forthe cemetery.

Who can adopt a cemetery?

e Civic organizations
Church groups
Scouttmops
Philanthro pic organizations
Schoolclubs/organizations
Histo ric al o 1g a niza tio ns
Individuals
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What are the responsibilities of the cemetery owner/guardian?
T grant pemission fordaylight ingressand egressto the cemetery forpurpose of
maintenance.

What are the responsibilities of the adopting organization?

Provide periodic ground maintenance.

Clearthe cemetery of trash.

Reportto the police any evidence of vandalism.

Underwstand thatallworkcompleted in the cemeteryisdone ona
volunteerbasis and therefore neitherthe FCCPA northe ownerislable for
any injurie s inc urred while working atthe cemetery.

What are the responsibilities of the FCCPA?

1. ™ actasa laisonbetween the ownersand adopting organization.

2. I obtain pemission of owners/guardiansofcemetery.

3. © provide writte n instruc tion to the adopting organization/individualon

cemetery markerpreservation, cemetery maintenance, and safety issues.

4. D provide assistance in the adoption procedure.

5. T meetwith the adopting participantsatthe cemetery priorto the
adoption to descrbe the cemetery boundaries, identify marke rs, fie ld
stones, and depressions.
™ perodically visit the adopted cemeteres.

7. ™ maintain contact with the owners and adopting organizations.

o
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Faitfax County

Faifar County Cemetery
Precervation rcaciation, Tnc.
www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org

EVERY CEMETERY HAS A STORY TO TELL about the
people buried there. One method for capturing that story is
by conducting a cemetery survey—recording the names and
dates on the gravestones, noting the stones’ material and
style, and documenting the overall condition of the cemetery
itself.

The FCCPA has prepared this handbook to assist those who
are interested in cemetery protection and preservation. The
guidelines included have been tailored to the resources
available in Fairfax County, Virginia. However, everyone can
research their area’s cemeteries by using records from local
libraries, courthouses, historical organizations, genealogical
societies, and churches.

Zinc Marker



